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June 11, 1909 832 

JAPAN. 

Reports from Yokohama — Inspection of vessels — Plague infection in 

rats generally diffused. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Cumming reports, May 12: 

Week ended May 8. Bills of health issued to 3 steamships having 
an aggregate personnel of 86 saloon, 407 steerage, and 304 members 
of crews. 

The sanitary condition of this city is bad, plague-infected rats 
being found practically in every section of the city. The source of 
infection is not known. 

The bathing and observation of steerage passengers and disinfec- 
tion of their baggage are continued; also the attempt to control, in 
some measure, freight. All vessels for America, except the fortnightly 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha steamships for Seattle, lie in the open bay 
and these vessels carry rat guards. The principal danger is from 
sick rats carried on board in straw packing. 

Plague in Yokohama — Measures taken to prevent spread — Plague- 
infected rats in Yokohama and Kioto. 

Doctor Cumming further reports, May 15 and 18: 

May 15. Three cases of plague with 2 deaths were reported in this 
city during the two days just passed. One was a young man employed 
in carrying night soil and the other cases were 2 young women, sisters, 
one of whom worked in a handkerchief factory in a distant part of the 
city while the younger one remained at home. The district is dis- 
tant from the harbor front, but canals traverse and connect all parts 
of the city. 

The sanitary authorities have isolated the* neighboring residents 
and they are disinfecting all houses in the vicinity. They have also 
placed the factory and its contents in quarantine. 

Plague-infected rats continue to be found in nearly all parts of the 
city except the water front and export godowns, which the authori- 
ties state have not been infected. 

Quarantine officers at Seattle, Honolulu, and San Francisco have 
been notified of the outbreak of plague. Precautions are being taken 
against infection of vessels and freight. 

May 18. In addition to the cases and deaths which were reported 
May 15,4 cases were reported May 16 and 1 case May 17. 

The last case was a school child living some distance from the first 
cases, and the school which he attended has been closed. Infected 
rats are still being found. One infected rat was found in a restaurant 
on Naka dori, between Benten and Honcho dori (street), which is the 
district most frequented by every tourist who comes to Yokohama. 

The authorities trace the present outbreak directly to rice from 
South China. 

Plague-infected rats are reported in Kioto. 

Examination of emigrants. 

Number of emigrants per steamship Tango Maru April 28 for 
Seattle, rejected 1 ; held for observation 2. 
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Per steamship Nippon Maru May 5 for Honolulu 1 ; held for obser- 
vation 3. For San Francisco, held for observation 1. 

Per steamship AM Maru May 12 for Seattle, held for observation 6. 

Per steamship Siberia May 15 for Honolulu, rejected 1; held for 
observation 3. For San Francisco, held for observation 4. 

Of these rejections and detentions all were for trachoma. 

Reports from Kobe — Inspection of vessels — Examination of emigrants — 
Statement of examination of rats in Kobe, January- April, 1909 — 
Plague at Osaka. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Knight reports, May 6 and 12: 
Week ended May 1. Supplemental bills of health granted to 3 
steamships. There were inspected 69 members of crew and 524 steer- 
age passengers. Manifests were visaed for 2,850 pieces of freight, 
amounting to 293 tons. During the week 10 cases of human hair were 
disinfected with formalin. 
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At Osaka 1 case of plague with 1 death were reported. This is the 
first appearance of human plague in that city since June 30, 1908. 
From January 1, 1909, to date there were examined in the Azikawa 
Harbor 90 rats, of which 57 were found plague infected. 

Week ended May 8. Supplemental bills of health were granted to 
5 steamships. 

There were inspected 87 members of crew and 69 steerage passen- 
gers, and 57 steerage passengers were bathed and disinfected and 
had their effects disinfected by steam. The number of pieces of 
baggage steamed was 144 and of bedding 114. Manifests were 
visaed for 20,292 pieces of freight, amounting to 2,250 tons. 

Emigrants were examined as follows : 

Steamship Nippon Maru for Honolulu: Passed 36; recommended 
for rejection 17. For San Francisco, passed 4; recommended for 
rejection 4. 

Steamship AM Maru for Seattle: Passed 12; recommended for 
rejection 13. The emigrants passed, together with 5 intending pas- 
sengers to Victoria by the steamship AM Maru, were inspected, 
bathed, and disinfected and their effects were disinfected before 
embarkation. 

Reports from Nagasaki — Examination of emigrants — Health conditions. 

Acting Sanitary Inspector Thompson reports : 
April 28. Five emigrants recommended for rejection; May 6, 12 
emigrants recommended for rejection. 
No quarantinable diseases present. 



